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Wildlife refuge center back in business

Visitor
friendly
center

The Cameron Prairie
Mational Wildlife Refuge
officially reopemed its
daors Thursday, Visitors
can leain the history of
the area and see
wildlife in its natural
environment, The new
center features severdl
displays and Interactive
computers. About 200
penple attended the
opening ceremony,
which was also held to
hanor those involved
In the center's
relullding effart.
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Center gives Cameron reason to celebrate
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The Camoron Prairie
National Widlifs Refuge's
visitor center, baavily dam;
apged during Hurricans Bita
I 2006, has reopaned, miirk-
ing another step In bringing
eeotourists and others hack
1o this nre, gald one refigps
official

“*Hehuwllding the center
will be good Tor Camernn
Parish,” said Don Voros,
Southwest Loulsiann
Nationnl Wildlife Hefugs
Complex project leader

The: new centor — Whiase
rapair nnd refurbishmont
cost about $2 millllon —
includes two anlmatronic
characters in a diorama; 8
scnlg-model wator eantrol
siructure; alligator displays;
compaters: and i fibér-optic
mlgrEtion exhitd

“Cur new elevabod budld.
ing {5 hurricane prepired,

‘ﬂur New elevated
Ingileling is
b hitrricone
prepred,
with o
metal roof
cannel conerete siding,
aml will better
withstand futire
storms.

Don Varos

S L Mationsl Wildiife Refuge
Camplex project leader
e ——

with m maetal roofl and con
creti siding, and will better
withstand fulure storms,”
Voros said, *The bullding
also won o Rifoge Direciirs
Award for belng a grodan
buibding: It's Baitt fram recy-

B MORE ONLINE
For mese soenes of the eluge
cRntar opening vl alr Weh e
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ched materials, and as-little
wonod] ai possihleowns et

“The now building isa
fisather tn our cap,” b sadd.

Aot 200 peaple nttended
the center’s Opening Coreni-
ny, Including Shelley
Jahnson, extcutive directur
of the Southwest Loudsians
Copventlon & Visltors
Bairesi

“Sinoe 2005, tutdoons-and
reecrention nre u large part of
what we promote to draw
poople  to  Southwest
Lonlsiana,™ she sald. “We
have resitient people and
risillent wildlife, and with.
out the people, opening this
canter would not be pogsi-
ble.™

Monte Hurley, Creols
Minture Trail All-Americon
Road Pistrict chairman,
spoke of the importance of

focal refges.

“These refuges nre Soms
thing that some people have
never experienced before,”
Hurley said. “We've got the
preatest little plece of earth
Fiere, A Ditthe plece of heaven
at home. We have to retain
the wildlife we have, We're
doing this for fature peners-
Hions to enjoy what we did.”

Aleo on hand wery 22 st

demts  from  Ascension
Episcapal  Schoeol in
Lafayette Patrish.

“The center is great, 4
wonderful  Hme,” said
totscher Chard Chase. A Hiol:
oigist talked to the students,
and they invited Us-to pen-
g caremony since we were
here. The Kids oved it by
arcldent, and we will contin-
v o bring students yearly.”

Tl students, along with
another teachor, Danielle
Ware, visited the sonler as
part of thelr Wology, chem-
istry and foronsics clisses
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Caleasieu Parish grand
jurorg indicted six men
Thursday who allegedly
ambushieg @ pilics Hevtenan
as he loft o substation Sept. 2
Jurors also eleared a motorist
who - struck -and killed a
ovolistAug L

Indigted on charges of
attermpted first-dogree murder
were Brandon Andes Trahan,
&, of 17618 Lasting Rose Drive
in  Houston; Edmond
Lawrence Jr., 23, of 1617 12th
5t David Dwayne Royster,
22, and, Joshua Wayne
Royster, 23, both of 1712
Eighth Awe; Anfhony James
Aaron. 2. of k05 Hunter
Drive; and. Eddie  Josaph
Banks, 25, of 1725 18th St.

Judge Dovld Hitchibe provi
ously s=1 bond at 82 milllon
eachy

At 1250 acm. Sapl, 2, Lt
Arnold Bellow was leaving
his office in the 2400 block of
Anlth Drive when he was
fired on by op to six men,
Police Chlef Don Dixon said
wehem thie misn were arreated
inst month

“Li. Bellow returned fre,
took cover and was nol
prdured,” T i, "Thess cow-
pirds clearly had no regard for
humanlife whatsoever,”

He sa&id residences sur-
rounding the geans worn hit
by bullets during the
shasomol

Dseon sald the mttack vwas
the result of recent investiga-
tions by Bellow: that “ssverely
dlaruptod nareotics trafick:
g™ in the Carshop aresa of
Lake Charles — malnly
Progressive and Tulip streets
and Ninth and 10th avenues.

“Search warrants in the

past few wesks Iod to prrests

indicted
leged ambush
of LC police officer

‘Lt. Bellow returned

fire, took cover and was -

not injured. These
cotrds clegriy huid no
reerel for fuaman life
whatsoever,

Don Dixon
Police chief
TTE— E
anil sefaurds of narcoticy, dry:
ing up the drug traficking in
the area,” Dixon sald.

He sald the peopie arrested
were major suppliers of drigs
I that area.

Bellow has been with thé
dispurtment for 22 years and
most recently worked in the
community policing division,
which works with
Meighborhood Watch groups.
He previously worked as i
patrol officer and with the
drug task force,

Dixon did not say how
many of the attickers wers
armed or how many guns
have been regoversd or the
types used

Also Thursday, grand
jurors declined to indief
Orville E. Kuiken, B5, on.a
charge of vehileulir homicide
in ponnection with the death
of Martin Dale Nicholson, 55
of Sulphur.

A truck driven by Kuiken
siruck Nicholson from behind
as he rode his bileycle an
Houston River Hoad at 7:30
. AL 1

Nicholson was taken o n
local hospital, where he died
from his Injuriss at about
noan, authorities spid.
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Staff Writer Vanessa C. Degglns
contnbuted to this stony
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CNN Web post draws
tips in investigation
into unsolved deaths
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JENNINGS Inwvest]:
gtors are checkling out leads
that resulted from a CNN
Weh post about the unsolved
slavings of elght women
whozse bodies have been
foumd dumped n-Jell Davis
Parish over the last four
VERES.

Thee post, aboit a Web site
recently established by & task
force asaigned o investigite
the deaths,  appeared
Wodnesday on CNM.com

“Om Tuesday the Wb site
had over: 800 hits, but by 3
pm, Wednesday — after CNN
had put the story on their
Wit site — whe had hai 2,700
hits,” Sheriff Ricky Edwards
sail Thursday.

He satd many of those
going to the site and posting
tips @ind Information for
nitharities to follow up on

“We have & lot of people
who are comparing different
similar circumstanees in oth
ors parts of the country and
making us awire of them," he
said. “Most we already hnd

‘We have alot of
people who are
compering different
similar circumstances in
other parts of the
country e mcking us
asware of them.'

Ricky Edwards
Jeff Davis Parish sheriff

becanss of the FBI, hut we and
kevping & close eye on all of
those.”

Several emalls have alsd
been gonerated from the sie

many, of them offering
help, support and prayers,
Edwards said:

He: snid the task foroe takes
eviery bit of information sl
ously and follows up on avery
lead, even If it is something
offcials have vecs ved before.

See UNSOLVED, Page B2
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